
GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT! Christmas  
2012 

 

 

As donors to Worldwide Seminarian Support, it blesses our families to support holy men on the path to 
Priesthood. Our small sacrifices help so much, and make possible the growth of the Apostolic Life Com-
munity of Priests. Here is this year's message from Father Joseph Israel:  

 

Dear Worldwide Seminarian Support donors, 
 
After 38 years since its establishment, the Apostolic Life Community of Priests in the 
Opus Spiritus Sancti (ALCP/OSS) has been officially recognized in the Church as an 
Apostolic Life Community of a Diocesan rite. Founded on November 21, 1974 by the 
late Reverend Father Bernhard Bendel so as to have a Priest Community dedicated to 
serving other Communities, Fr. Bendel and another German Priest (Winfried Traudes) 

dedicated themselves to the Holy Spirit as the first members of the new Society in Moshi, Tanzania. 
 
After the promulgation of the New Code of Canon Law, the Community found itself in the classification of the Societies of the 
Apostolic Life. Our Charism is sustained by the Easter-Pentecost spirituality, the  result of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
The three other pillars of our Charism are Community life, Missionary zeal and Dedication to the Holy Spirit. 
 
The goal of the ALCP/OSS is to continue the mission of Christ under the impulse of the Holy Spirit so that God may be all in 
all (1 Cor. 15-28) and to seek out and reach those who have weakened or lost their faith in the contemporary world.  We 
live in union with the Risen Lord by the power of the Holy Spirit and His gifts.  With dedication to the Holy Spirit and a promise 
to live according to the three evangelical councils, ALCP members embrace a life of brotherhood. 
 
At present there are 166 active members fully incorporated, and 31 in different stages of formation in seminaries. The Soci-
ety has members working in Tanzania, Kenya, India, Italy, Germany, Canada and the United States of America. 
 
With gratitude, we would like to acknowledge 
the grace of God which has accompanied us 
throughout these decades of our existence as 
a clerical Society in the Catholic Church, and 
now an Apostolic Life Community of a Dioce-
san rite. We deeply appreciate the support 
and encouragement of so many people who 
support us, including donors to Worldwide 
Seminarian Support. Please, receive our 
prayers and humble appreciation for your reli-
able and continuous support to us.  
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2013 
 

Fr. Joseph Israel, Superior General, ALCP/OSS 
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Fr. Israel visits Fort Wayne Oct. 2012: with Future Board Member Rob Becker at his Siena Heights 
Football Game, with Marcella Becker, and the Fort Wayne based Franciscan Brother’s Minor. 

Fr. Joseph Israel, Superior General of the Apos-
tolic Life Community of Priests—Moshi, Tanz. 



 

 We are blessed to announce that these 3 seminarians will soon be-
come priests by your generosity! From top to bottom are the soon 
to be Deacons: Paul Kwaang’, Peter Mwikwabe, & Taddeus Waako. 
They are continuing with their studies at Jordan University in Morogoro, Tanzania. They just completed their 
year of Pastoral Service, and are in their 10th year in the seminary. By mid year, after six months of Deacon-
ate work they will be ordained priests. They will be praying for you as their most generous benefactors. 
Without your continued generosity, this wouldn’t be possible. Every mass they will offer up your intentions, 
and pray for you and your family. What a tremendous blessing! The graces being poured out to us is truly 
humbling. It is overwhelming when we stop and envision it. We are so blessed. 
 

Please remember to pray for your seminarian through his journey to Priesthood. Please also continue to 
mail, or email us your prayer intentions for your family, or friends. As benefactors, we are blessed to have 
this powerful army of prayer warriors asking graces and favor for us! Send them to the WSS Administrative 
Officer Ben Becker: Ben@MyAdvocateFinancial.com  or text message them to (260)241-6010. We immedi-
ately relay your requests to Fr. Israel. May God bless and protect you. Again, thank you for your generosity. 
You are the mission, and Christ’s Holy hand in this dark world, funding soldiers of the Light, to spread the 
WORD and save souls! 
 

The battle for souls rages on. It is clearer than ever in our country. We are so blessed to have 
these spiritually enriched priests coming over to re-evangelize the United States. What you are 
doing is HUGE—NEVER FORGET the incalculable spiritual gift of making a  seminarian’s  
education to the holy Catholic priesthood possible!  

Fr. Nicholas Nilema, ALCP, WSS  
 Co-Founder. Pastor of Our Lady 
of Victory Parish, Seaside, OR. 
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Yes, twenty years ago in February 1993, Worldwide Semi-
narian Support was founded in Portland, Oregon. To cele-
brate our founding we plan on holding our 2013 Annual 
Board meeting at Seaside, Oregon September 20th-21st. 
We plan to be present at the newly built Our Lady of Vic-
tory Catholic Church with our inspiring Co-founder Fr. 
Nicholas Nilema. Our trip to Oregon will include visits to 
Portland, Oregon’s internationally acclaimed “The 
Grotto”- the National Sanctuary of our Sorrowful Mother, 
and the Portland Rose Gardens on top of the scenic  
Portland Hills overlooking the Willamette Valley.  
 

                                 Please plan on marking your calendar and joining us for this festive and thankful event. 

It is truly more rewarding to give than to receive.  
2012 unfunded goals are as follows: 
 

 $3,695 to complete the $70,000 Multi-Purpose Moshi School building  
(remember we have matching funds!)  

 $15,000 in funding for 5 seminarians education for January 2013 

 $6,000 in funding for two seminarians in Nigeria with Fr. Pius Diocese. 

Please pray and send your year end financial treasure to Worldwide Seminarian Support or go to our web site at 
www.SeminarianSupport.org and give on our secure website. "But store up treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor decay destroy, nor thieves break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. " 
Matthew 6 vs 20-21. 
 

                            - John L. Becker Jr. , Founding President 

Holy Spirit College (Jordan University) Morogoro 
Tanzania. ALCP/OSS Fathers & Seminarians 

Run For Africa! 2012 – University St. Francis, Ft. Wayne, Indiana—Raised $3,204 ! 

http://www.seminariansupport.org


A big thank you to Fort Wayne Indiana Worthy Knights Bernie Konger and  
Kent Whiting at Offset 1 Printing Services for donating the printing of this  
newsletter! Please support them! (260)456-8828 - www.Offset1.com 

   
This year, Father Joseph Israel asked Worldwide Seminarian Support do-
nors to raise $70,000 to fund the construction of a multipurpose building 
needed by the Bendel School. The enrollment has increased to 668 stu-
dents and for school wide events that include family and friends, there was 
no facility to accommodate the crowds. Hence, the need for a facility that 
would also allow for everyone to gather together to celebrate Mass! WSS 
Founder John Becker accepted the challenge on behalf of donors, then pro-
ceeded to seek additional assistance from a Foundation sympathetic to 
Catholic causes. This Foundation preferred to be a silent partner to our 
efforts, but agreed to match up to $35,000 if WSS donors could raise 
$35,000. The WSS fundraising campaign included letters, personal visits and 
a first ever Worldwide Seminarian Support 5K Run! We are thrilled to re-
port we have raised $32,305 - which has been matched by the supporting 
Foundation, bringing funds raised to $64,610. As of this writing we just 
need to gather $2,695- -which will be matched by our partnering Founda-
tion—and we will reach that $70,000 goal for the Multipurpose Building! 
Are you in a position to help? Perhaps you know someone who would feel 
honored to donate funds for this multipurpose building. Please talk about 
this need with a friend, family member or a Catholic neighbor. We can 
never know how the Holy Spirit is at work in the hearts of those around us 
until we ask—and then, get ready for a blessed surprise!  
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Each year the Apostolic Life Community Priests who serve in U.S. 
parishes gather for their annual meeting and retreat. This year's 
annual conclave was held in Tampa during the week immediately 
following Pentecost.  
 

This timing is especially appropriate, as the ALCP Fathers are also 
known as the "Holy Spirit Fathers" and Pentecost is the celebration 
of the coming of the Holy Spirit! I was warmly received, by all the 
Priests in attendance, and shared information as to the continued 

growth and work of Worldwide Seminarian Support benefactors. I brought news of the WSS commitment to help raise the $70,000 
needed to build a multipurpose building for the school in Soweto, Moshi, Tanzania The 3 hours we shared gave me a chance to see 
some long time friends, as well as meet some of the new ALCP Priests serving 
the mission field of this United States!  
 

Again, let me encourage you to invite your friends and family to join our effort 
to educate more Catholic Priests in Africa and India. Our faithful giving paves 
the way for thousands of souls to be baptized into the one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church. You will surely be blessed for your generosity. 
 
 
Jason Turk , WSS Chairman 

Jason & Marty Turk with Fr.Benedict Ndeykiyo ALCP, St. Jude 
Catholic Church, Tequesta, Florida 

Facebook: Al Scagnoli, John Becker (WSS President), and Mike Dahm at Re-
deemer Radio Catholic Radio Annual Sharathon 2012, Fort Wayne, Indiana.  

Multi-Purpose Building Design above, in Moshi, Tanzania.  

Children of all faiths at the ALCP run Catholic School 



The re-election of Barack Obama as President of the United States in the 2012 election marked the conclusion of 
the most expensive campaign in American history. For Catholics, the re-election has significant ramifications for the 
coming years, and is as well an important snapshot of where we are as a national Church. In 2008, 54% of Catholics 
voted for Barack Obama. According to a report by the Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, this number declined 
in 2012 to 50%, with the GOP candidate Mitt Romney securing 48%. Notably, this mirrored the same vote for the 
general population and is an indicator of what noted Catholic writer George Weigel and others have seen is an end 
to the notion of a “Catholic vote.” Drilling down into the actual distribution of the Catholic vote, there are two points 
of particular importance. The first is that Hispanic Catholics voted for Obama in large numbers: 76% to 23%. In con-
trast, white Catholics favored Romney by 56% to 43%, according to a Reuters exit poll. Similar results were found 
among Protestant Hispanics; Black Protestants favored 
Obama by 97% to 3% percent, while white Protestants 
voted for Romney by 69% to 29%. What this indicates 
is that the Catholic vote as a bloc no longer exists. 
There is a clear division between Caucasian and Latino 

Catholic voters, a disparity that will only increase in coming decades as the Hispanic 
population becomes an even larger percentage of the U.S. Catholic population. It is 
estimated, for example, that by 2050, Latinos will comprise more than 50% of the 
Catholic population. Meanwhile, the white Catholic vote for Obama declined by 7% 
from 2008. According to the University of Akron’s John Green, a scholar of religion 
and politics, this reflected the effort to inform Catholics about the dangers of the 
HHS Mandate and the wider threats to religious liberty that it represents.  
The logical question is why the bishops’ were not more successful with their high-
profile campaign. The gulf between the white Catholic and Latino voting groups tells 
one part of that story. The other relates to Catholic identity and practice. As Weigel has observed – and this is supported by numerous studies –
Catholics who attend Mass every week (and thus heard about religious liberty issue) voted one way and those who do not voted another. Collec-
tively, the Pew survey documented that among those voters who attend services once a week or more, 59% voted for Romney, while 39% chose 
Obama; among those who never attend church, 60% voted for Obama. The clear lesson for the Church is that there is a direct correlation be-
tween how a Catholic votes and how a Catholic lives. But the notion of a “Catholic vote” can no longer be considered a valid one.  
 
 

Dr. Matthew Bunson is Editor of The Catholic Answer magazine, as well as the Editor of Our Sunday Visitor’s Catholic Almanac and numerous 
other excellent Catholic books on the Church. We are honored and blessed to have him as a Worldwide Seminarian Support Board Advisor. 
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2012 WSS Benefactor Appreciation Event in Portland Oregon 

On August 4th, 2012 at the University St. Francis , the Worldwide Seminar-
ian Support Future Board, held a 5K Run. The run raised  $3,204 towards 
the Bendel Memorial Multi-Purpose Building Project! It was a lot of fun!  
The next one is planned for this upcoming Summer to benefit Seminarian 
Education. Keep checking our website, and our Facebook for the most up 
to date details and new pictures! If you are not on our email list, please 
send us your info today via our website or contact info. 
 

A BIG THANKS to these very special individuals and organizations who 
helped make this great event all possible: 
 

 The WSS Future Board: Kristi Becker (The Inspiration!), Ben Becker 
(Coordinator), Rob Becker, Josh Doehla, Alex Gleason, Bernie Becker 

 Senior Committee Members:  “The Awesome” Joe Garcia, and Eric Ade 

 National Catholic Society of Foresters—St. Antoinette’s Court 870 

 Woman’s Life—Fort Wayne Chapter 623 

 University St. Francis 

 Knights of Columbus  

 Three Rivers Running Club 

 The American Heritage Girls of Ft. Wayne, Indiana 

 Meijer’s Grocery Store Fort Wayne 

 Redeemer Radio  
 


